
TOUR NAME   Malawi Highlights – Lake and Wildlife

DURATION   11-days/10-nights

THIS 11-DAY/10-NIGHT TOUR STARTS ON A FRIDAY AT O R TAMBO AIRPORT IN JOHANNESBURG AND 
ENDS ON A MONDAY AT THE SAME AIRPORT.

PRICES INCLUDE RETURN AIR-TICKETS TO MALAWI FROM JOHANNESBURG

TOUR DATES   08 – 18 May 2020 (Code MAL-01)

GROUP SIZE   6 passengers min      16 passengers max

OVERVIEW

Join Ben du Toit for an unforgettable tour to Malawi

Malawi’s legendary welcome is there for all who wish to experience the unrivalled combination of Lake, 
Landscape, Wildlife & Culture in one of Africa's most beautiful and compact countries. On this special 
Embrace SA Tour to Malawi you will discover and explore Lilongwe, Nkhoma, stunning Lake Malawi and 
the fascinating Liwonde National Park.

Described as the ‘Warm Heart of Africa’, this relatively little-known gem of this diverse continent has so 
much to offer; wildlife, culture, adventure, scenery, and of course the third largest lake in Africa. Lake 
Malawi is the jewel in Malawi's crown. With tropical beaches and an array of water sports, the lake is 
also home to some of the rarest and most beautiful fish in the world. 

Where else will you find such a genuinely warm welcome in a country at peace with itself?



TOUR HIGHLIGHTS

✓ Saturday market at Nkhoma - interact with 
village life

✓ Various activities at Lake Malawi (3 x days)
✓ Snorkeling and swimming in Lake Malawi
✓ Kungoni Centre of Culture and Art 
✓ Monkey Bay, traditional life along the shoreline 

of the lake 
✓ Liwonde National Park (3 x days)
✓ Game drives, hiking, bird watching (3 days)
✓ Lilongwe and Blantyre
✓ Accommodation high 3-star and 4-star 
✓ Typical local cuisine and Tour Director 24/7

ITINERARY
FRIDAY 8 MAY - SUNDAY MAY 10, 2020

We depart from OR Tambo Airport to Lilongwe (10h00 – 12h20), the capital of Malawi. After our 
arrival and after clearing customs, our bus takes us through the city (the airport is situated north of 
Lilongwe), while we enjoy the interesting and contrasting character of this unique Africa-city with its 
extremes of traditional Malawi on the one hand, and the ordinary architecture of a modern African 
city on the other hand. 
While traversing the Lilongwe river in the center of the city, we might see people doing washing 
down below in the river and even bathing (casually without any clothes), while their modern 
counterparts would be struggling in the dense traffic over the bridge towards the other side, where 
one will be able to find multistory buildings and (even South African) retail stores scattered all over 
the central business district. 

Nkhoma: And then on with the road to Nkhoma. We have two sleepovers in this interesting town. 
Although traditionally the main “mission station” of the family of Dutch Reformed Churches (DRC), 
originating from mission work in the late nineteenth century from South Africa, it however is not the 
oldest. The oldest being Mvera, which we shall drive through on our way to Lake Malawi on Sunday. 
In 1954 the DRC united with the Presbyterian churches in Malawi (of Scottish origin) to establish the 
Church of Central Africa Presbyterian (CCAP). The CCAP has three synods in Malawi. Livingstonia-
synod to the north. Blantyre-synod in the south, while the Nkhoma-synod holds the central region of 
the country. 

So Nkhoma is historically speaking, the geographical headquarters of the synod. We shall be staying 
over in the guest house, which years ago served as the children’s home (kinderhuis) for the 
missionary kids from the other mission stations in the synodical area, while they atend school at 
Nkhoma. Amongst other things to do, we are going to visit the local hospital (always an unforgettable 
experience), the Saturday market, the Christian graveyard, museum and more. After (partly) 
attending the Sunday morning service (it can become quite drawn-out), we shall leave for Lake 
Malawi.
Accommodation: Nkhoma – Guest house (https://goo.gl/maps/PB9bkCKD78U2) 

https://goo.gl/maps/PB9bkCKD78U2


SUNDAY MAY 10 – MONDAY MAY 11, 2020

Senga Bay: From Nkhoma, via Lilongwe, the road ascends to the plains of Lake Malawi in 
a spectacular way, with numerous curves. On our way there, we shall take a slight detour 
to visit the monument on Kasu Hill mountain, commemorating the first translation of the 
Bible in Chichewa (on that very spot), which was first published in 1922. From the height 
of the mountain, we shall have a beautiful view down on the oldest mission station 
(Mvera) with the lake in the far distance. Then on to Salima, the main business center of 
Senga Bay, with its numerous informal shops lining the road to our destination, the 
Sunbird Livingstonia Beach Hotel on Lake Malawi. Here we shall have our first experience 
of the lake, which always leaves a lasting impression on everyone ever visiting this 
tranquil body of water. The next day we shall commence our journey to the south, to 
Monkey Bay.
Accommodation: Senga bay – Sunbird Livingstone Beach Hotel 
Supper Sunday evening: For your own account
(https://goo.gl/maps/CDBBaJxBTDG2) 
1 Night
[breakfast included]

MONDAY MAY 11 – THURSDAY MAY 14, 2020

Monkey Bay On our way to Monkey Bay, we shall visit Kungoni Centre of Culture and Art
near Mau Mission (https://goo.gl/maps/m3FCNDnAxsj), which was the brainchild of a 
Roman Catholic priest, himself being an artist and anthropologist, were one is able to 
experience an authentic encounter with the Malawian culture like no other in the 
country. 
From there on our journey takes us to Monkey Bay. Here we shall stay for three nights, 
being able to experience the traditional life along the shoreline of the lake, as well as on 
the lake itself. Those who wish to, can go on a boat trip, visit an island, or swim and do 
snorkeling at leisure. And gradually you will realize that going slowly becomes part of your 
own psyche. 
Accommodation:  Monkey Bay Beach Lodge Hotel
(https://goo.gl/maps/26XgjCrHvXE2) 
3 Nights

ALL ACTIVITIES ARE FOR YOUR OWN ACCOUNT
[all breakfasts are included, no lunches and only supper on Wednesday May 13th]

https://www.sunbirdmalawi.com/index.php/livingstonia-beach
https://goo.gl/maps/CDBBaJxBTDG2
https://goo.gl/maps/m3FCNDnAxsj
https://www.monkeybaybeachlodge.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/26XgjCrHvXE2


“Each tour is unique, fun, educational, and life-changing.” 

THURSDAY MAY 15th – SUNDAY MAY 17th, 2020

Liwonde Nasionale Park (YouTube video): After leaving Monkey Bay, our destination is the 
well-known Liwonde Nasionale Park, generally considered to be one of most satisfying 
experiences of wild-life within parks in Africa. This national park is situated on the eastern 
banks of the Shire River, which is the only river draining Lake Malawi to the south, following 
its way to the mighty Zambezi River.

Because the river is the lifeline of the animals, we are sure to have many good sightings of 
even the Big 5 as well as hippos, buffalo, elephants, hyenas, leopards and even lions. And, of 
course, numerous antelope and birds. It is without doubt going to be an unforgettable 
experience, with lots of options, like going on a hike in the park, or a game drive, or just 
sitting down and observe the animals going their way in their natural habitat. 
Accommodation  Kutchire Lodge
Kutchire Lodge – Liwonde National Park (https://goo.gl/maps/RWtwB9WRsYy) 
3 Nights
ALL ACTIVITIES ARE FOR YOUR OWN ACCOUNT
[breakfasts and suppers included]

SUNDAY MAY 17th – MONDAY 18th MAY 2020 
Blantyre: Unfortunately, after three nights in Liwonde National Park, we must leave. Like all 
traveling in Malawi (and in general in Africa), while the distances may not seem to be that 
far, the traveling time is always a challenge, like our journey to the main center of southern 
Malawi, the city of Blantyre. Here we shall have one sleepover before we leave the country, 
but not before we pay a visit to the majestic Presbyterian cathedral (as if directly imported 
from Europe) – one of the partnership churches of Nkhoma synod. 
1 Night
[breakfast and supper included]
Monday May 18th our flight leaves from Blantyre, Chileka airport, back to OR Tambo in 
South Africa (12:55 – 15:10) – and we all realize that we’ve been privileged in having had 
an unforgettable, genuine African experience. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ow7HUM7FTVg
http://www.kutchirelodge.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/RWtwB9WRsYy


TOUR PRICE 

Prices start at $2,285 (double occupancy) and 

$2,850 (single occupancy) 

Contact us for a quote

INCLUDED

• Land transportation via private, deluxe air- conditioned motor coach 
• Accommodations (double-occupancy) in superior 3 star and moderate 4 star hotels 
• Meals as indicated in itinerary 
• Services of a professional tour guide throughout tour 
• Admission to all activities listed in the itinerary 
• Luggage handling: one piece per person at hotels 
• All taxes and tips for provided services, except coach driver, tour guide, and restaurant and 
hotel staff 

EXCLUDED

• International Roundtrip airfare including all related taxes and fees. 
• Meals not indicated on the itinerary 
• Beverages except with breakfast 
• Tips for restaurant and hotel staff 
• End of tour tips for driver and tour guide 
• Items of a personal nature such as passport fees (Passport must be valid for 6 months beyond 
return date) 
• Optional insurance for health, baggage and cancellation (This insurance is available and 
recommended) 

PAYMENT TERMS

• A deposit of 10% of the tour is required to secure your reservation. No reservation is 
secure without a deposit. 
• Deposits and payments are not transferable. 
• Payments should be made according to the payment schedule applicable to this specific 
tour. 
• All prices are quoted nett of any financial transaction charges. Bank charges are the sole 
responsibility of the traveler. 
• In all instances, payment shall be made in the currency in which the invoice is made out. 
• Failure to comply to this will result in an automatic cancellation of your booking. 



PAYMENT SCHEDULE

You have three dates of payment for your tour according to our financial policy
1. 6 (six) months before the departure date or when you sign up - 35% of the total tour 

price
2. 4 (four) months before the departure date - 35% of the total tour price
3. 1 (one) month before the departure date - 30% of the total tour price
We accept PayPal and Credit Card payments 

CANCELLATION POLICY

• Any cancellation of a confirmed booking must be received in writing. 
• In the event of cancellation, charges will be determined at the time of cancellation. The 
charge will be determined by the date on which the cancellation is received and subject to 
third party supplier cancellation terms. Embrace South Africa Tours reserves the right to 
recover any costs incurred or charges received from suppliers up to the date of 
cancellation. 
• Embrace South Africa Tours cancellation charges as follows: 
3 (three) months or more prior to tour date: 25% (twenty five percent) of total price 
2 (two) months prior to tour date: 50% (fifty percent) of total price 
1 (one) months prior to tour date: 75% (seventy five percent) of total price 
7 (seven) days prior to tour date: 100% (one hundred percent) of total price 
• Should you fail to take up your booking or tour, join it after departure or leave prior to its 
completion, no refund will be made, and no credit will be granted. 



GENERAL INFORMATION

Arrivals

Your tour starts at the Cape Town International airport at a given time. You must make sure that your flight 
lands at least two hours before the start of the tour. If not, you should consider flying into Cape Town on the 
previous day. We can assist you with accommodation bookings close to the airport.

Passport & visa requirements

Your passport must still be valid for SIX months after you return to your country. We recommend having at 
least one blank passport page for entry stamps. There is no visa required for U.S. citizens to enter South 
Africa. If you are not a U.S. citizen, you must contact your destination country’s consulate for your specific 
entry requirements.

Clothing & packing tips

We recommend packing lightweight, loose-fitting clothing that can be easily layered to accommodate varying 
temperatures, as well as a light jacket or rainwear.  A sturdy pair of walking shoes or sneakers is 
recommended for sightseeing.  You may want to pack dressier attire if you plan to visit a high-end restaurant 
or attend a special performance.
It is preferable not to visit churches or other religious sites with bare legs and shoulders (and entrance may 
be denied on this basis).

Health

There are no major health risks associated with traveling to South Africa. If you have medication that you 
take daily, be sure you have enough for each day of the tour as well as any possible delays encountered.
If you have dietary restrictions and/or food allergies, please notify Embrace South Africa Tours at least 30 
days prior to departure by sending us a detailed email with your dietary needs

Mission Vision Tours

t/a Embrace SA Tours

CK 2003/035913/23

P O Box 111, Paarl, 7620,

Western Cape, South Africa

embracesatours@mweb.co.za

www.embracesouthafricatours.com
Tel +27 – 82 5524 082  

mailto:embracesatours@mweb.co.za
http://www.embracesouthafricatours.com/

